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Governor’s Message
Dear Mayfl ower Descendants: 
   I had the honor of attending the 2021 General Board of Assistants 
meeting in Plymouth, Massachusetts representing the OSMD as 
Governor and AG. Our Deputy Governor, Norma Hughes, also 
attended as our acting DGG.

   The theme for this year was: “Arrival to Survival, 1621 to 2021.”

   The fi rst big event was a Thanksgiving feast, Pilgrim style, that took 
place at Plimoth Patuxet.
There we were served a three course dinner comprised of foods 
our Pilgrim ancestors could have eaten that fi rst Thanksgiving. The 
food was served on pewter plates with only a spoon and knife 
for utensils! As we dined at Plimoth Patuxet, the women of the 
Mayfl ower, (reenactors), coached us in Pilgrim etiquette as well as 
stories about their lives.

   Because many events were canceled in 2020; we got to do 
things that had been planned for 2020 in 2021. We all gathered 
at the Mayfl ower Society House the next day in our traditional 
Pilgrim clothes. We all walked together to the beat of a drum to 
the Sarcophagus on Cole’s Hill that contains the remains of the 
settlers who perished that fi rst winter. There Governor General, Jane 
E. Groves Riddell Hurt laid a wreath. From there we proceeded up 
hill to the Mayfl ower Meetinghouse. As we approached the church 
bells started ringing! This brought tears to our eyes! The exterior 
restoration has been completed. The building is so beautiful day 
and night. 

   The inside of the Meetinghouse is awe inspiring with it’s beautiful 
interior and Tiffany stained-glass windows depicting our Mayfl ower 
ancestors. The interior is currently being restored and will be 
stunning once the work is completed. continued on next page
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            Fall Compact Meeting
Place: Quail Creek Country Club
Address: 3501 Quail Creek Rd
      Oklahoma City, OK 73120
Date: November 20,2021

See reservation form for more details

Inside Meetinghouse at Plymouth

Board of Assistants Meeting 9:45am
General Meeting, Luncheon and Program 10:45am
A Thanksgiving luncheon will be served.

Registration Deadline: November 6, 2021
Pilgrim attire encouraged!
Masks will be expected of all attendees.



   Luckily the tour from here was downhill! We returned to the Mayfl ower Society House; there on 
the porch and in the gardens we were treated to a lovely reception with wonderful food, fl avored 
waters, and desserts. My favorite was the Pilgrim Punch which tasted incredible after a long walk in a 
warm dress! 

  Finally we all gathered in the garden at the back of the Society House to dedicate a statue of 
William Bradford. The artist, Dee Clements is a Mayfl ower descendant. Bradford is depicted sitting 
with a candle at his side.”As one candle May light a thousand, so the light here kindled hath shone 
unto many, yea in some sort to our whole nation.” It was such a meaningful and memorable day.
 
  As I sat in the Meetinghouse that day I thought about all of you and how you stepped up and 
helped raise the $5,000 pledge each state made. Our Oklahoma Society of Mayfl ower Descendants 
also made many personal contributions to the restoration of this sacred and historical place. I am so 
proud of our members.

  Our Compact meeting in November will also be “Arrival to Survival, 1621-2021.” Let’s all celebrate 
our ancestors fi rst harvest by wearing our Pilgrim clothes even if it is just an apron, hat, or coif! 
Remember what William Bradford said,”All great and honorable actions are accompanied with 
great diffi culties, and both must be enterprised and overcome with unanswerable courage.” I have 
to admit their clothes were not the most fl attering! This Compact Meeting will be like no other with lots 
of surprises! 
Stay healthy and safe,

Cherie Lawson
Governor 
Oklahoma Society of Mayfl ower Descendants 

Governor ’ s  Message  cont inued
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Brewster Gardens Meetinghouse Meetinghouse and fi rst church in Plymouth

Society House and GardensView from Burial Hill



We welcome our newest Oklahoma Mayfl ower Members!
OK#1080 GS#99735    Lorn John Lyman   Tulsa, OK   John Howland

OK#1081 GS#99736   Jay Christopher Wagner   Tulsa, OK   John Alden 

OK#1083 GS#100256  Sean Alexander Jones  Moore, OK   Edward Doty           
        
OK#1084 GS#100289  Heather Wolf Hardaway  Broken Bow, OK   William Brewster         

OK#1085 GS#100339  Ivy Tilley McClure    Tulsa, OK   Myles Standish 
   
OK#1086 GS#100340  Leslie Allison McClure  Tulsa, OK   Myles Standish

OK#1088 GS#100631  David McAfee Leslie Jr.  Stillwater, OK   Stephen Hopkins

OK#1089 GS#100658  Linda Ray Lee O’Black  Houston, TX   Stephen Hopkins
              
Transferred from Missouri:
OK #1087 GS#84861 Kathleen Susan Bodey Muckala   Moore, OK  James Chilton
  
Supplemental approved: 
OK#1063   Patricia Dotter    John Alden            
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In Memoriam:
Ivy Tilley McClure- Ivy passed peacefully on Friday, July 30, 2021 surrounded 
by family after prolonged illness.
She is survived by her loving husband Steve, her mother Beverly Tilley, sister 
Cindy Tilley, daughters and sons-in-law Gina and Josh, Leslie and Andreas, 
and grandchildren.

Quembe Mary Lou (Robinson) Walkingstick- Cherished mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother, Quembe, 88, of Yukon, OK, passed away peacefully 
on September 6, 2021. She was born August 29, 1933 in Denver, Colorado to 
Don and Claris (Clark) Robinson. Quembe enjoyed attending O.U. football 
games, going to church, and doing research on her family genealogy. 



Fall Meeting Speaker – Ky W. White

Ky W. White is a 14-generation American and an 8-generation Texan. He 
was drawn to the stories of his own ancestors when he was a boy in West 
Texas and to the stories of chivalry and knights in shining armor.
 
After High School graduation, he received a nomination to attend the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, NY. He has an in-depth background 
in military history, though his degree was in weapons systems engineering. 
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In the army he spent fi ve years in Armor in a tank company, and then in an armored cavalry 
regiment. Upon leaving the army after 5 years, he worked in industry as a mechanical, 
electrical, chemical, petroleum, and industrial sales engineer. 
 
After 30 years in industry, he went to graduate school and earned a masters degree in 
History in 2010 from Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, TX. His masters thesis focused 
on the settlement of the ‘Old Northwest’ west of the Appalachian Mountains in the Ohio 
River Valley and ended with the Battle of New Orleans in 1815. His work now focuses on 
Medieval Ancestry and Colonial America. 
 
2015 was the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta and he had lots of discussions on 
Facebook in Medieval History Groups. One of the questions he was asked was if the Magna 
Carta Barons were related. Rather than try to explain how they were related; he drew a 
chart that showed their relationship to one another. Several people asked him if he would 
sell them a copy of the chart. A business was born as Ky sold 50 copies of that fi rst chart. 
 
Ky started drawing charts highlighting the ancestry of people who contacted him. Soon the 
business outgrew his lone capacity to manage and he fortunately drafted his wife Cindy 
to help. They quickly discovered that she was better at the graphics then he was. He does 
the research now and she does the drawing. They sit side-by-side working at identical desks 
and computers every day. Together they have accumulated a database of over 50,000 
people stretching back into the Dark Ages and have accumulated almost 3,000 historically 
accurate Coats of Arms.
 
He formally retired in 2016, 40 years after he graduated from West Point and decided to see 
if he could make this little business actually go. 4 years and 400 charts later, they have. Ky 
and Cindy have 4 daughters, and 9 grandchildren, 5 girls and 4 boys. Their eldest grandson is 
currently in the US Army stationed in South Korea near the demilitarized zone.
 
  
 
Ky W. White
cell: 832-455-4052
link to order a chart:  https://ancestralcharts.com/product/personalized-family-charts/
email: ky.white@ancestralcharts.com 
website: www.ancestralcharts.com



MAYFLOWER FALL COMPACT MEETING LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM

Please reserve               dinners at $30.00 per plate ....................................... $                          
Optional: Donation to the Oklahoma Society of Mayfl ower Descendants $                      
                    Total $                     
Member Names:
Guest Names:
Member Address:
City, State, Zip:                                                                                                                               
Phone:

Will you need a paper name tag?         Yes       No, I have a Mayfl ower name tag

Please enclose check payable to
the Oklahoma Society of Mayfl ower Descendants or OSMD.

Send reservations to: Ray Walker
       1109 Cedar Place
       Sand Springs, OK 74063

Registration deadline: November 6, 2021
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General Announcements
Anyone interested in ordering 
a name badge contact:
Charlie Walker, (918) 697-2380

The Mayfl ower Messenger Editor is Laura Weatherholt.
Please email materials for Publications to her at 
OKMayflowerMessenger@gmail.com

Add our Society email to your contacts:
ok.mayflower1620@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook!
Using the “Search” bar at the top 
left corner of your news feed. Search 
for: Oklahoma Society of Mayfl ower 
Descendants.
 This is a “closed” group, so request to 
join and the administrator will add you. 
Only members of the society will be 
added. Members may post photos or 
items for discussion. Events and meetings 
will be included. The Files section 
includes past issues of The Messenger 
and other documents of interest. I’d 
like to add as many descendants as 
possible!
-Norma Hughes, Facebook Administrator

List of Offi cers
Governor: Cherie Snow Lawson
Deputy Governor: Norma Hughes
Secretary: Dee Ann Bohl
Treasurer: Ray Walker
Historian: Katherine A. Patterson
Captain: Charles Walker
Elder: Deborah W. Ackerly
Surgeon: Open
Counselor: Pat Roark

2021 Spring Anniversary Meeting- we welcomed Governor General, Jane Hurt, as our Guest of honor and main speaker

Offi cers and Jane Hurt at Spring Meeting
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Save the Date!

SPRING MEETING
Date: Saturday, April 2nd, 2022
Place: Tulsa Country Club
  701 N. Union Ave
  Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127

Old Grist Mill in Plymouth The Mayfl ower II in Port

Colorguard Reenactors

Meetinghouse and fi rst church in PlymouthMeetinghouse and fi rst church in Plymouth
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2022 Scholarship Open for Applications

The Oklahoma Society Awards an annual $1,500 scholarship to an undergraduate or 
graduate student who is enrolled in a four-year college or university and is related to an 
Oklahoma Society member, including those related by adoption or marriage. The award is 
based on college major, level of studies, grade point average and relationship to Mayfl ower 
Passengers and society members. Previous applicants may reapply by submitting updated 
transcripts. 
The application form and more details are available at www.okmayfl ower.com/scholarships 

Eligibility Requirements:
• Current enrollment in a four-year college or university
• Completion of at least one college semester
• Relation to Oklahoma Society Member(s) by birth, adoption, or marriage.

To Apply, submit the following items to: Judith Ringwall
                   2024 Sunset Dr. 
                   Stillwater, OK 74074

• Application form
• A letter stating your interest in the scholarship
• Two letters of recommendation, with at least one from a former teacher
• All college transcripts, including grades from the most recent semester completed
• Proof of relationship to Oklahoma Society member(s)

The deadline for submission of applicaiton is March 1, 2022.

Judith Ringwall, Scholarship Chair 
2024 Sunset Dr. 
Stillwater, OK 74074
Email: jmr.osu@blockweb.com

This scholarship has supported 23 students seeking higher education over the last twenty years!
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Important Note:

Please see attached Bylaws. These are the new proposed bylaws to our 
Society Constitution. They have been sent to the General Society and 
were approved. The new bylaws will not be read at our next meeting, 
however we will be voting at the meeting. Please read them now so you 
will be prepared to vote at the meeting in November.

Creek in Plymouth served as the dividing line between the Wampanoag and the Pilgrims
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OKLAHOMA SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I - NAME

The name of this Society shall be the OKLAHOMA SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS 
(State Society).  The State Society shall be affi liated with the GENERAL SOCIETY OF 
MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS (General Society).

ARTICLE II - OBJECTS

The objects of this Society shall be as follows:

Section 1. To perpetuate to a remote posterity the memory of our Pilgrim Fathers.  To 
maintain and defend the principle of civil and religious liberty for all religions and as set 
forth in the Compact of the Mayfl ower, "For the glorie of God, and advancemente of the 
Christian faith and honor of our countrie."

Section 2. To cherish and maintain the ideals and institutions of American freedom, and to 
oppose any theories or actions that threaten their continuity.  To transmit the spirit, the purity 
of purpose and steadfastness of will of the Pilgrim Fathers to those who shall come after us, 
an undiminished heritage of liberty and law.

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. QUALIFICATIONS: All persons who are descended from a passenger on the 
Mayfl ower, on the voyage which terminated at Plymouth, New England, in December 1620, 
shall be eligible for membership; and all persons, so descended, who are less than eighteen 
years of age, shall be eligible for junior membership; provided, however, that no person 
shall be eligible for membership who is pledged to or advocates, the overthrow, by force or 
violence, of the Government of the United States, or that of any State or Territory; or who has 
been guilty of other treasonable practices; or who is not of good moral character; and the 
Society shall have the right to expel from its membership any person for any of these causes.

Section 2. MEMBERSHIP CLASSES: There shall be two permanent classes of membership. 
The previous Life Member and Junior Life Member classes shall continue to exist for those 
individuals already in those classes, but each class shall cease to exist upon the death, 
resignation or transfer from this Society of the last member of each class. 

         a) Regular Members: A person over eighteen years of age who elects to pay 
annual dues shall be a Regular Member.  A Regular Member shall have all the privileges of 
membership and shall be counted for delegate representation.

         b) Life Members: Persons over eighteen years of age who elected to pay the Life 
Membership fee became a Life Member under previous bylaw provisions. However, no 
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further Life Memberships will be created after the adoption of this provision. Life Members 
created prior to the adoption of this provision have no further dues requirement, have all the 
privileges of membership and are counted for delegate representation.

         c) Oklahoma Junior Members: A person under eighteen years of age who is related 
by blood to a Regular Member or a Life Member and whose Oklahoma Junior Membership 
fee is paid shall be an Oklahoma Junior Member.  An Oklahoma Junior Member is not 
recognized by the General Society but is a member of the State Society. Such member shall 
not vote, hold offi ce, nor be counted for delegate representation. An Oklahoma Junior 
Member who has reached eighteen years of age may apply for membership in the General 
Society following the usual application procedure except that the State Society entrance 
fee shall be waived. This privilege shall be valid until the member's twenty-fi fth birthday.

         d) Junior Life Members: Persons under eighteen years of age who were related by 
blood to a Regular Member or a Life Member and who paid a Junior Life Membership fee 
became Junior Life Members of the General Society. However, no further Life Memberships 
will be created after the adoption of this provision. Life Members created prior to the 
adoption of this provision are members with no further dues requirement but do not 
vote nor hold offi ce in the State Society. Junior Life Members are counted for delegate 
representation. At eighteen years of age Junior Life Members are automatically transferred 
to Life Member.

Section 3. Application for Membership

 a) Every application for Regular Membership shall be made on a preliminary 
application blank provided by the Historian upon the request of the proposing member. 
Such application shall bear the autograph signature of the applicant, the applicant’s 
address, telephone number, e-mail address, marital status, occupation, and any other 
information requested by the Historian including the applicant’s proposed lineage. If the 
applicant is a minor, the applicant’s signature may be made by the adult proposing the 
applicant’s membership and should include the adult’s signature under it. 

 b) If, after reviewing the preliminary application, the Historian determines that the 
applicant is qualifi ed for membership, the Historian shall prepare and issue a worksheet 
to the applicant. When the applicant has completed the worksheet and collected 
the documentation, the work sheet, documentation, application fee and the current 
year’s dues shall be returned to the Historian. Following approval of the worksheet and 
documentation by the Historian, the Historian shall issue duplicate lineage papers. If the 
duplicate typed lineage papers are not fi lled out by the candidate and returned to the 
Historian within one year after approval of the preliminary application, such approval shall 
become void, provided that the Board of Assistants may grant an extension of time.  

 c) A candidate for membership in the State Society may request through the Historian 
a copy of a lineage paper or copies of documentary proofs from the offi ce of the Historian 
General. The charges for such copies shall be determined by the Historian General and such 
charges shall be paid in advance by the applicant to the Historian.
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 d) A candidate for membership shall become a member after the line of descent 
has been approved by the Historian General; provided, however, that if an irreconcilable 
difference of opinion shall exist between the State Society and the Historian General as to 
the eligibility of an applicant for membership, the State Society may appeal to the General 
Board of Assistants. The decision of the General Board of Assistants shall be fi nal.

 e) An application for Oklahoma Junior Membership shall be made on an 
application blank provided by the Oklahoma Junior Membership Committee Chairman. 
Such application blank shall be fi lled out and shall be returned to the Oklahoma Junior 
Membership Committee Chairman accompanied by the entrance fee. The proposing 
member shall sign for an Oklahoma Junior Member who is unable to write.

Section 4. Membership Standing

 a) A member who has paid the current year's dues prior to January 1 shall be in good 
standing and entitled to full membership rights and benefi ts.

        b) A member who has not paid the current year's dues by February 20 shall be in 
arrears.  A member in arrears shall not vote, hold offi ce, nor be counted for delegate 
representation. A member whose annual dues remain unpaid for a period of ten months 
shall be dropped from the rolls. 

Section 5. Resignation from Membership

        Resignations shall be presented to the Board of Assistants in writing and, if the Treasurer 
certifi es that the member has met all fi nancial obligations, shall be approved. 

Section 6. Membership Reinstatement

        a) Any member who has resigned in good standing may be reinstated by the Board of 
Assistants upon request in writing accompanied by the dues for the current year.

         b) A former member who was dropped for nonpayment of dues and who desires to 
be reinstated, shall make a written request to the Board of Assistants which shall grant the 
reinstatement provided that the dues for the year in which membership was terminated plus 
the dues and assessments for the current year are paid. 

Section 7. Transfer of Membership

         a) A member who desires to transfer to another state society shall make written 
application to the Secretary.  The Secretary shall provide the member a certifi cate of good 
standing and a copy or his/her lineage papers, provided the Treasurer certifi es that the 
member is in good standing.  Such transfer shall be complete when the Secretary is notifi ed 
by the Historian General that the member has been enrolled as a member of another state 
society.
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         b) An applicant for transfer to this Society shall complete a preliminary application 
form as a new member. Lineage papers from the State Society from which transfer is 
requested and a letter certifying that the applicant is a member in good standing shall 
be required. The Secretary shall notify the Historian General of the transfer date and State 
Society number.

Section 8. Removal for Cause 

The Board of Assistants may, upon two-thirds vote, drop any member shown to be prejudicial 
to the Society and/or in violation of Article III, Section 1.

ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS AND BOARD OF ASSISTANTS

Section 1. The elected offi cers this Society shall be a Governor, a Deputy Governor, a 
Secretary, a Treasurer, a Historian, an Elder, a Captain, a Surgeon, a Counselor, and fi ve 
Assistants.

Section 2. The elected offi cers, together with all former Governors who are members in good 
standing of the State Society, appointed offi cers and the Deputy Governor General and 
Assistant General, shall constitute the Board of Assistants.

Section 3. The Deputy Governor General and Assistant General, who are nominated by 
this Society and elected by the General Society, and any other General Offi cers who are 
members of this Society, and Colony Governors of this Society shall be members of the Board 
of Assistants.

ARTICLE V - ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Section 1. A nominating Committee composed of the three most recent former Governors 
who are willing to serve and who are members in good standing, shall name one candidate 
for each offi ce to be fi lled at an annual meeting of the Society. When enough past 
Governors cannot serve, the Board of Assistants shall elect fi rst from the Board of Assistants 
and then from the membership the number needed to make up the committee. The most 
recent past Governor shall serve as chairman; provided if no past Governor serves on the 
committee, the committee shall elect a chairman. The list of nominees shall be sent to the 
Secretary and to the editor of the Oklahoma Society’s Mayfl ower Messenger in time for 
inclusion in the Messenger that is published prior to the annual meeting. 

         a) The election of offi cers shall be held at the annual meeting of the Society, which is 
held in the even numbered years.  

         b) The election of assistants shall be held at the annual meeting of the Society, which is 
held in the odd numbered years. 

         c) The Nominating Committee shall submit to the membership one nominee for each 
elective offi ce and fi ve nominees for assistant. The Nominating Committee report shall be 
presented for approval by the Board of Assistants at its meeting held just prior to the General 
Membership at which the election shall take place. There may be nominations from the fl oor, 
provided that the member nominated has consented to serve if elected.
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         d) The election shall be by ballot and a majority vote shall elect. A voice vote may be 
taken, provided that there be only one candidate for an offi ce.

Section 2. Term of Offi ce

         a) Offi cers shall serve for a term of two years or until their successors are elected.  The 
term of offi ce shall begin just prior to the adjournment of the annual meeting at which the 
election was held.

        b) No offi cer shall be eligible to serve consecutive terms in the same offi ce except the 
Secretary, Treasurer and the Historian; provided that if the Board of Assistants determines that 
a suitable candidate can not be proposed for an offi ce an offi cer may serve a consecutive 
term.

         c) A member shall hold only one elective offi ce at the same time; provided that if the 
Board of Assistants determines that a suitable candidate can not be proposed for an offi ce 
an offi cer may hold more than one elective offi ce at the same time.

         d) An offi cer who has served more than one half a term shall be considered to have 
served a full term.

Section 3. Vacancy in Offi ce

         a) A vacancy in the offi ce of Governor shall be fi lled by the Deputy Governor for the 
unexpired term of the Governor.

         b) A vacancy in any other elected offi ce shall be fi lled by the Board of Assistants and 
that member recommended for confi rmation at the next membership meeting.

Section 4. An offi cer may be removed from offi ce at any time by a two-thirds vote by ballot 
of the members at a regular meeting or a special meeting provided that a 30 day prior 
notice of such intent is given in the call to the meeting.

ARTICLE VI - MEETINGS

Section 1. Regular Membership Meetings

         a) There shall be two regular membership meetings each year: the Anniversary 
Meeting in the spring held as near as possible to the 2nd day of April, the anniversary of the 
election of the fi rst Governor of Plymouth Colony; and the Compact Day Meeting in the fall 
held as near as possible to the 21st day of November, the anniversary of the signing of the 
Compact in the cabin of the Mayfl ower. The Governor shall select the exact date, location 
and time of each meeting.

 b) The Compact Day Meeting shall be the annual meeting. At the annual meeting 
reports of offi cers and standing committees shall be presented; the budget for the coming 
year shall be adopted; offi cers or assistants shall be elected; a program of interest to the 
members shall be presented; and other business that arises considered.
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 c) At the Anniversary Meeting reports of offi cers and standing committees shall be 
presented; a program of interest to the members shall be presented; and other business that 
arises considered.

 d) Notice of each meeting shall be published in the appropriate edition of the 
Oklahoma Society’s Mayfl ower Messenger, which shall be mailed to all members a minimum 
of 20 days in advance of the meeting. The notice shall include a luncheon reservation form 
to be fi lled out, returned to and received by the Treasurer by the date provided for in the 
notice. 

 e) If the Board of Assistants determines that an in-person membership meeting 
cannot or should not be held in a particular year due to extraordinary and exceptional 
circumstances, the Board of Assistants may cancel that meeting or may provide that the 
meeting be held via an Internet virtual meeting. To make such a determination each 
member of the Board of Assistants shall be notifi ed, a quorum is required and a two-thirds 
affi rmative vote of those participating shall be required. Such action shall be made a part of 
the minutes at the next Board of Assistants meeting.

Section 2. Board of Assistants Meetings

 a) The Board of Assistants shall hold regular business meetings on the dates of the 
Society’s annual and semi-annual meetings. Special meetings may be held at any specifi ed 
time and place at the call of the Governor, or upon the written request of three members of 
the Board of Assistants. The object of a special meeting must be stated in the notice. 
 
 b) Notice of special meetings shall be given by the Governor or Secretary no less than 
10 days prior to the meeting, by mail or email. 

 c) Matters requiring immediate action by the Board of Assistants may be voted on by 
mail, electronic mail, fax or by phone or via an internet virtual meeting, provided that the 
Governor or Deputy Governor deems it necessary. Each member of the Board of Assistants 
shall be notifi ed, a quorum is required and a two-thirds affi rmative vote of those participating 
shall be required for any action. Such action shall be made a part of the minutes at the next 
Board of Assistants meeting.

 d) If the Board of Assistants determines that an in-person Board of Assistants meeting 
can not or should not be held in a particular year and the Board of Assistants determines 
that the meeting be held via an internet virtual meeting, members shall be notifi ed, either 
in the Mayfl ower Messenger or by email or by mail by the Secretary at least 20 days prior to 
the Internet virtual meeting. A quorum of eleven members is required for an Internet virtual 
meeting of the membership to be held pursuant to this Section. A majority vote of those 
participating shall be required for passage of any order of business.
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Section 3. Quorum

A quorum shall consist of eleven members at meetings of the Society and fi ve Board 
members at meetings of the Board of Assistants.

Section 4. Voting

         a) Members of the Society shall be entitled to only one vote at Society membership 
meetings and members of the Board of Assistants shall be entitled to only one vote at Board 
of Assistants meetings.

         b) There shall be no voting by proxy at Society membership meetings or at Board of 
Assistants meetings.

ARTICLE VII - COLONIES

For geographical considerations and convenience and to encourage participation by 
members of the Society in Society affairs; upon the written request of fi ve or more members 
of the Society, the Board of Assistants may authorize the formation of a colony. The name 
of such colony shall be in the following form: “The (name to be inserted) Colony of the 
Oklahoma Society of Mayfl ower Descendants. The colony offi cers shall be known as Colony 
Governor, etc. A colony may adopt a constitution and bylaws if desired, after the same are 
presented to and approved by the Society Board of Assistants.

ARTICLE VIII - PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

The rules contained in the current edition of “Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised”, shall 
govern the State Society in all cases in which they are applicable and in which they are not 
inconsistent with this Constitution, the Bylaws, the Constitution and Bylaws of the General 
Society or any special rules of order which may be adopted. The latest edition of “Robert’s 
Rules of Order Newly Revised” shall become the current parliamentary authority 12 months 
after fi rst publication with the immediately preceding edition governing until that time.

ARTICLE  IX - AMENDMENTS

This Constitution, which shall not be in any respect inconsistent with the Constitution of the 
General Society, may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at any 
Society meeting; provided that a notice of the proposed amendment shall have been 
published in the appropriate edition of the Oklahoma Society’s Mayfl ower Messenger, which 
shall be mailed to all members a minimum of 20 days in advance of the meeting. 

ARTICLE  X - DISSOLUTION

In the event of dissolution of the State Society, any assets remaining shall be sent to the 
General Society in accordance with Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  The 
State Society charter and all fi les shall be returned to the General Society.
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BYLAWS

ARTICLE I – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

SECTION 1 GOVERNOR

 The Governor shall be the Chief Executive Offi cer of the State Society in all matters 
concerning its administration and operation; shall be the offi cial representative of the State 
Society; shall preside at all membership and Board of Assistants meetings; shall be the 
custodian of the State Society Charter; shall have his/her signature on fi le with the bank for 
all accounts of the Society’s funds; and shall appoint a Parliamentarian and all standing and 
special committees.

SECTION 2. DEPUTY GOVERNOR

        The Deputy Governor shall exercise all the functions of the offi ce of Governor during his/
her absence or disability; perform such duties as requested by the Governor and/or Board 
of Assistants; and succeed to the offi ce of Governor for the unexpired term in the event of a 
vacancy in that offi ce.

SECTION 3. SECRETARY

       The Secretary shall record the proceedings of all membership and Board of Assistants 
meetings; shall transmit whatever notices and communications may be required by the 
order of the membership, the Board of Assistants, or the Governor; maintain the roster of 
current members in a manner determined by the Board of Assistants; and shall be the 
custodian of all the State Society books, papers, and properties except those specifi cally 
assigned to other offi cers.

SECTION 4. TREASURER

        The Treasurer shall collect and take charge of all funds belonging to the State Society; 
shall deposit said funds in an appropriate federal insured fi nancial institution in the name 
of the State Society; shall keep suitable books of account; shall make all necessary 
disbursements as determined by the Board of Assistants; shall send out dues notices prior to 
November 1 of each year; shall prepare an interim report for each membership and Board 
of Assistants meeting; and shall close the Treasurer's books no less than 20 days in advance 
of the annual meeting in preparation for the annual audit; shall prepare a budget for 
each year based on receipts of the preceding year and present the same to the Board of 
Assistants at the Anniversary Meeting each spring; and shall fi le all reports required by the 
Federal or State government (such as Federal Form 990).

SECTION 5. HISTORIAN

        The Historian shall examine the lineage papers for correctness; shall report on and have 
custody of the State Society's copy of the approved lineage papers; shall have charge of 
the issuing of work sheets and lineage papers and presenting certifi cates of membership; 
shall have custody of all historical documents and papers of the Society; and shall report on 
his/her duties at every meeting.
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SECTION 5. ELDER

        The Elder shall, when called upon, offi ciate at any meeting of the membership; express 
appropriate condolences on behalf of the Society to the family of deceased members; and 
shall conduct a memorial service at the annual meeting for members who have died during 
the year. The Elder shall, when possible, be an ordained deacon, elder, minister, or bishop of 
a Christian Church, or a Rabbi.

SECTION 6. CAPTAIN

        The Captain shall carry out all orders of the Governor, act as Marshal on all occasions of 
ceremony, shall and display when appropriate the Colors, the Society Standard and other 
fl ags belonging to the Society; and be the custodian of all meeting equipment.

SECTION 7. SURGEON

        The Surgeon shall have been duly admitted to the practice of medicine; shall attend all 
meetings of the Society and Board of Assistants and be available to perform such duties as 
may be requested by the Governor and Board of Assistants.

SECTION 8. COUNSELOR

        The Counselor shall be an Attorney at Law.  He/she shall render legal aid and opinions 
upon matters pertaining to the State Society when requested to do so by the Governor or by 
the Board of Assistants.

SECTION 9. PARLIAMENTARIAN

        The Parliamentarian shall perform the duties as specifi ed in the current edition of Robert's 
Rules of Order Newly Revised and shall attend all membership and Board of Assistants 
meetings.

SECTION 10. ASSISTANTS

        The members of the Board of Assistants shall attend all meetings of the Society and 
Board of Assistants, give advice and render such services as they are qualifi ed and willing 
to perform and be available to take charge of and/or be a member of a committee if so 
requested by the Governor and approved by the Board of Assistants.

ARTICLE II – DUTIES OF THE BOARD OF ASSISTANTS

Section 2. Powers: 

 a) The Board of Assistants shall have general charge and direction of the affairs of the 
Society and all power and authority to conduct the business of the State Society between 
meetings of the membership, except that of modifying any action taken by the membership, 
incurring any debt or liability other than the current expenses; or the expenditure of money 
for which the membership shall be held responsible.
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 b) The Board of Assistants may fi ll vacancies among the offi cers for unexpired terms, 
except a vacancy in the offi ce of Governor who shall be succeeded by the Deputy 
Governor as provided in the Constitution.

 c) The Board of Assistants may, by a 2/3 vote of the members present at any meeting 
of the Board of Assistants, remove any elected or appointed offi cer from his/her offi ce if the 
Board determines that said offi cer has failed to satisfactorily perform the duties of the offi ce 
he/she holds. Said offi cer may appeal the decision of the Board of Assistants to a vote at the 
next Board meeting and/or a vote of the members in attendance at the next meeting of the 
members of the Society. A 2/3 vote of the members present at that meeting of the Society 
shall be fi nal.

ARTICLE III – DUTIES OF COMMITTEES

Section 1. Standing Committees: The Standing Committees and their duties shall be as 
follows: 

 a) The Arrangements Committee shall provide for meeting places and refreshments 
for all Society meetings and also for suitable decoration. This committee shall also advise and 
assist the Governor in providing suitable entertainment at the meeting. 

 b) The Auditing Committee shall examine the Treasurer’s books immediately prior to 
the Annual Meeting and shall submit a report at that meeting. It shall make audits at such 
other times as the Board of Assistants may direct. 

 c) The Nominating Committee shall name the candidates for the offi ces to be fi lled at 
the Annual Meetings of the Society.

Section 2. The special Committees shall receive and act upon all matters assigned to them. 

Section 3. Matters requiring immediate committee action may be voted upon by electronic 
mail, fax, mail, phone or Internet virtual meeting when the committee chairman deems it 
necessary. Each member of the committee shall be notifi ed.

ARTICLE IV – DUES AND FEES

Section 1. Initiation Fee for Regular Members: The non-refundable initiation fee for those 
seeking admission, as a Regular Member shall be the total of the $25 State Society entrance 
fee plus the amount of the then General Society entrance fee.

Section 2. Initiation Fee for Junior Members: The non-refundable initiation fee for those 
seeking admission, as a Junior Member shall be $6. 

Section 3. Initiation Fee for Junior Members: The non-refundable initiation fee for an 
Oklahoma Junior Member seeking admission, as a Regular Member shall be the then 
General Society fee.
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Section 4: Annual Dues: The dues for a Regular Member shall be the total of $20 for State 
Society dues plus the amount of the then current General Society dues. No annual dues shall 
be required of an Oklahoma Junior Member.

Section 5. Transfer Fee: There shall be no transfer fee. There may be a charge at clerical cost 
for providing lineage papers and documentation as determined by the Historian.

Section 6. Supplemental Lineage Papers: The fee for supplemental lineage papers shall be 
$100 payable in advance to the Historian.

Section 7. Life Member Dues: Regular Life Members and Junior Life Members annual dues 
were paid in advance at the time of their admission to membership.

ARTICLE  V – DONATIONS

Since Society offi cers and board members are not professional investment portfolio 
managers, it is the policy of the Society to liquidate contributions of stocks, bonds and other 
non-cash assets upon receipt. This policy should be communicated to a potential donor to 
ensure that the donor will not be surprised or offended upon liquidation of the donation.

ARTICLE  VI - AMENDMENTS

These Bylaws, which shall not be in any respect inconsistent with the Bylaws of the General 
Society, may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at any Society 
meeting; provided that a notice of the proposed amendment shall have been published 
in the appropriate edition of the Oklahoma Society’s Mayfl ower Messenger, which shall be 
mailed to all members a minimum of 20 days in advance of the meeting. 


