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Governor’s Message
Dear Mayfl ower Descendants: 
 It is hard to believe that I am already in my second year 
as Governor. I hope that 2022 brings good health and much 
happiness to your lives! I am looking forward to the meetings 
we have planned for this year.
 This year marks 75th year of the founding of the 
Oklahoma Society of Mayfl ower Descendants. In 1947, Lewis 
Neff became our fi rst Governor. Lewis Neff went on to start 
the Silver Book project for the General Society of Mayfl ower 
Descendants. Our Deputy Governor, Norma Hughes, will be our 
guest speaker for our spring meeting. She will be talking about 
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Spring Anniversary Meeting
Place: Tulsa Country Club
Address: 701 N. Union Ave
    Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
Date: Saturday, April 2, 2022

See reservation form for more details

Gov. Lawson in pilgrim attire, Fall meeting 2021

Board of Assistants Meeting 9:45am
General Meeting, Luncheon and Program 10:45am
Luncheon will be served.

Registration Deadline: March 20, 2022

Masks will be expected of all attendees.

Lewis Neff’s interesting life and his contributions to GSMD and the early beginnings of OSMD. 
 Then for our fall meeting, on November 5th, our guest speaker will be the General Society’s 
director of the Silver Books project, Bonnie Mucia. She will bring us up to date on what is happening in 
the Silver Book project. 
 We are coming up on nominations for new board members in April. If you would be interested 
in bringing your particular skills to our board please give me a call or email.
 Believe it or not I am still doing my Mayfl ower 2020 speech. In addition to DAR groups I will be a 
speaker for the women at the State SAR Convention in April. Several of our OSMD members are also 
spreading the word with speeches they are doing around Oklahoma. Let’s keep up the good work 
getting information out about our group. 
I look forward to seeing you all April 2nd!
Stay healthy and safe,

Cherie Lawson
Governor 
Oklahoma Society of Mayfl ower Descendants



Honor ing  Our  His to r ian
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Society House and Gardens, with brick walk of fame
Kathy Patterson, standing, with Fellow OSMD member

Kathy Patterson was honored recently 
by the Oklahoma Society of Mayfl ower 
Descendants for her work as our 
Historian. The Historian has the important 
role of checking the lineage submissions 
of members as they join or add 
supplemental ancestors. The Mayfl ower 
Quarterly offered Mayfl ower groups 
a chance to honor their Historians by 
purchasing a brick with their name 
and years of service engraved on it. 
This brick was placed in the sidewalk 
of the Society House that leads to the 
Mayfl ower research library in the back. 
Kathy has served us as Historian since 
2004. You can fi nd her brick the next 
time you visit Plymouth!

Thank you Kathy for your years of dedication and service!



Spring Meeting Speaker – Norma Hughes

 Our Deputy Governor, Norma Hughes, will present the program 
for our 75 year anniversary celebration, sharing a biographical sketch of 
Lewis Edwin Neff, the Organizing Governor of the Oklahoma Society of 
Mayfl ower Descendants in 1947, and Governor General of the General 
Society in 1960.

 Norma was born and raised in Colorado, and she holds a BA in 
Elementary Education from the University of Northern Colorado. She 
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has lived in Edmond, Oklahoma for the past 40 years. While she taught elementary school 
and preschool briefl y, her primary career was in Federal service, with the Bureau of Land 
Management in Denver and the Federal Aviation Administration in Oklahoma City. 

Norma holds offi ces in several other lineage organizations: Samuel King Chapter NSDAR, 
William Rives Chapter and the Oklahoma State Society, Colonial Dames of the 17th Century, 
New England Women, and Daughters of Indians Wars. She is an active volunteer with Whiz 
Kids, Master Gardeners, Meals on Wheels and her church choir. She enjoyed doing the 
research on Mr. Neff** and she’s looking forward to sharing her insights with our members 
and guests. 

     
  Past Governors of the Oklahoma Society

* Lewis Edwin Neff    1947-1949
* Redmond Selectman Cole  1949-1951
* Nathan Russell Patterson  1951-1953
* William Loren Ketcham   1954-1956
* Howard Nathaniel Kenyon  1956-1958
* Dallas Steele Deem   1959-1960
* Clyde James Alden   1960-1962    
* The Reverend William Neff, Jr.  1962-1964
* Paul Allen Cushman   1964-1966
* Bruce Gilbert Carter   1966-1969
* David Albert Bartlett   1969-1971
* Edwin Whitney Burch   1971-1973
* Sidney Winfi eld Patterson  1973-1975
* John Collins Miller   1975-1977
* Louis Winfi eld Patterson   1977-1979
* Chester Elliot Blodgett   1979-1981
* Harriet O’Leary James Mackey 1981-1983
* The Rev. Walter Erlin Campbell, Jr.    1983-1985
* Glenna Greene Booth             1985-1987

   Charles Jeremiah O’Leary 1987-1989
* Christine Kay Clark  1989-1991
* Jack Layne Sterett  1991-1994
* Eloise Cooper McMurtrey 1994-1996
   Rosalie Ann Majors  1996-1998
* Prentice Hapgood  1998-2000
* Edward Arthur Alvis  2000-2002
  D. Burton Howard  2002-2004
* Marquetta Brown  2004-2006
  Velda June McCuiston  2006-2008
  Katherine Mather Littell  2008-2010
  Henry C. Baer III   2010-1012
  Judith Forehand Miller  2012-2014
  Stuart Otis Denslow          2014-2016
  Patrick H. Roark   2016-2018
  Pamela Ann Alvis Black            2018-2020
  Cherie Snow Lawson       2020-2022

**The obituary for Mr. Lewis Neff is included in this issue of the Messenger.
*Indicates deceased past governors 



Junior Members at Plymouth Courtesy of Gen. Mayfl ower Facebook 

What is a Mayfl ower Society Junior Member?

Junior members may join the Mayfl ower Society between the ages of birth to age 18. They 
are sponsored by a relative (i.e., Parent, Grandparent, Aunt, Uncle, etc.) who is a current 
member of the Mayfl ower Society.  
Junior members are not required to complete an application proving descent from 
their ancestor. A short, one-page form is completed by the sponsor and sent to the 
Junior Membership Chairman, accompanied by a $6.00 fee, payable to the Oklahoma 
Society of Mayfl ower Descendants. This application is available for download on the our 
state’s website: www.okmayfl ower.com (Under the Membership tab, select “Print Junior 
Application”) A Junior membership certifi cate, suitable for framing, may be sent to either the 
sponsor or to the junior member. 
A Facebook group, “GSMD Jr Mayfl ower Descendants”, is available to all Mayfl ower 
Junior members, potential Junior members, State Junior Membership Chairmen, and those 
interested in perpetuating Mayfl ower Juniors knowledge about their Pilgrim ancestors 
through activities, scholarships, events, newsletters, meetings, etc. 
“GSMD Jr Mayfl ower Descendants” is a private Facebook group; you must be approved to 
have access and join the group.
Want to know more? I’ll be happy to answer any of your questions,
Norma Hughes
Deputy Governor
nmhughes@cox.net
405. 474.1011
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If there were still Pilgrims alive today, what 
would they be famous for?
Their age!

What did pilgrims use to make cookies? 
May-Flour!

What kind of music did the pilgrims listen to? 
Plymouth Rock!
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MAYFLOWER SPRING ANNIVERSARY MEETING LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM

Please reserve               dinners at $30.00 per plate ....................................... $                          
Optional: Donation to the Oklahoma Society of Mayfl ower Descendants $                      
                    Total $                     
Pecan Crusted Chicken Breast _____              Cedar Plank Roasted Salmon_____

Member Names:
Guest Names:
Member Address:
City, State, Zip:                                                                                                                               
Phone:

Will you need a paper name tag?         Yes       No, I have a Mayfl ower name tag

Please enclose check payable to
the Oklahoma Society of Mayfl ower Descendants or OSMD.

Send reservations to: Ray Walker
       1109 Cedar Place
       Sand Springs, OK 74063

Registration deadline: March 20, 2022

We welcome our newest Oklahoma Mayfl ower Members!
OK#1090 GS#100872    Christina Ann Finsel       Oklahoma City, OK  John Howland                                                                          

OK#1091 GS#100900    Megan Hope Winburn     Sapulpa, OK         Myles Standish                                       

OK#1092  GS#101423   Amanda Nicole Lyman    Tulsa, OK              John Howland

OK#1093  GS#101489   Paula Rae Young Sproul   Isabella, OK        John Howland       

              
  
Supplementals approved:        Added Ancestor
OK#1078  GS#99411      Charles E Pelham              William Brewster

         
OK#1063  GS#97454        Patricia Warren Dotter            Richard Warren
                                                                                 John Alden
                                                       William Bradford          

OK#1046                 Holly Foley                            Priscilla Mullins



Offi cers and Jane Hurt at Spring Meeting 2021
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General Announcements
Anyone interested in ordering a name badge contact:
Charlie Walker, 918.697.2380

The Mayfl ower Messenger Editor is Laura Weatherholt.
Please email materials for Publications to her at 
OKMayflowerMessenger@gmail.com

Add our Society email to your contacts:
ok.mayflower1620@gmail.com

Anyone still needing to pay dues, please get them in to 
our treasurer, Ray Walker, as soon as posible.

Find us on Facebook!
Using the “Search” bar at the top 
left corner of your news feed. Search 
for: Oklahoma Society of Mayfl ower 
Descendants.
This is a “closed” group, so request to join 
and the administrator will add you. Only 
members of the society will be added. 
Members may post photos or items for 
discussion. Events and meetings will 
be included. The Files section includes 
past issues of The Messenger and other 
documents of interest. I’d like to add as 
many descendants as possible!
-Norma Hughes, Facebook Administrator

List of Offi cers
Governor: Cherie Snow Lawson
Deputy Governor: Norma Hughes
Secretary: Dee Ann Bohl
Treasurer: Ray Walker
Historian: Katherine A. Patterson
Captain: Charles Walker
Elder: Deborah W. Ackerly
Surgeon: Gary Denslow
Counselor: Pat Roark

Save the Date!
FALL COMPACT MEETING

Date: Saturday, November 5th, 2022
Place: Quail Creek Country Club
  3501 Quail Creek Road 
  Oklahoma City, OK 73120

Photos from Fall Compact Meeting 2021



The  Mayf lower  Messenger

Photos from Fall Compact Meeting 2021 Speaker Ky White was presented with a Quilt of Valor
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OKLAHOMA SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I - NAME

The name of this Society shall be the OKLAHOMA SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS 
(State Society).  The State Society shall be affi liated with the GENERAL SOCIETY OF 
MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS (General Society).

ARTICLE II - OBJECTS

The objects of this Society shall be as follows:

Section 1. To perpetuate to a remote posterity the memory of our Pilgrim Fathers.  To 
maintain and defend the principle of civil and religious liberty for all religions and as set 
forth in the Compact of the Mayfl ower, "For the glorie of God, and advancemente of the 
Christian faith and honor of our countrie."

Section 2. To cherish and maintain the ideals and institutions of American freedom, and to 
oppose any theories or actions that threaten their continuity.  To transmit the spirit, the purity 
of purpose and steadfastness of will of the Pilgrim Fathers to those who shall come after us, 
an undiminished heritage of liberty and law.

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. QUALIFICATIONS: All persons who are descended from a passenger on the 
Mayfl ower, on the voyage which terminated at Plymouth, New England, in December 1620, 
shall be eligible for membership; and all persons, so descended, who are less than eighteen 
years of age, shall be eligible for junior membership; provided, however, that no person 
shall be eligible for membership who is pledged to or advocates, the overthrow, by force or 
violence, of the Government of the United States, or that of any State or Territory; or who has 
been guilty of other treasonable practices; or who is not of good moral character; and the 
Society shall have the right to expel from its membership any person for any of these causes.

Section 2. MEMBERSHIP CLASSES: There shall be two permanent classes of membership. 
The previous Life Member and Junior Life Member classes shall continue to exist for those 
individuals already in those classes, but each class shall cease to exist upon the death, 
resignation or transfer from this Society of the last member of each class. 

         a) Regular Members: A person over eighteen years of age who elects to pay 
annual dues shall be a Regular Member.  A Regular Member shall have all the privileges of 
membership and shall be counted for delegate representation.

         b) Life Members: Persons over eighteen years of age who elected to pay the Life 
Membership fee became a Life Member under previous bylaw provisions. However, no 
further Life Memberships will be created after the adoption of this provision. Life Members 
created prior to the adoption of this provision have no further dues requirement, have all the 
privileges of membership and are counted for delegate representation.



         c) Oklahoma Junior Members: A person under eighteen years of age who is related 
by blood to a Regular Member or a Life Member and whose Oklahoma Junior Membership 
fee is paid shall be an Oklahoma Junior Member.  An Oklahoma Junior Member is not 
recognized by the General Society but is a member of the State Society. Such member shall 
not vote, hold offi ce, nor be counted for delegate representation. An Oklahoma Junior 
Member who has reached eighteen years of age may apply for membership in the General 
Society following the usual application procedure except that the State Society entrance 
fee shall be waived. This privilege shall be valid until the member's twenty-fi fth birthday.

         d) Junior Life Members: Persons under eighteen years of age who were related by 
blood to a Regular Member or a Life Member and who paid a Junior Life Membership fee 
became Junior Life Members of the General Society. However, no further Life Memberships 
will be created after the adoption of this provision. Life Members created prior to the 
adoption of this provision are members with no further dues requirement but do not 
vote nor hold offi ce in the State Society. Junior Life Members are counted for delegate 
representation. At eighteen years of age Junior Life Members are automatically transferred 
to Life Member.

Section 3. Application for Membership

 a) Every application for Regular Membership shall be made on a preliminary 
application blank provided by the Historian upon the request of the proposing member. 
Such application shall bear the autograph signature of the applicant, the applicant’s 
address, telephone number, e-mail address, marital status, occupation, and any other 
information requested by the Historian including the applicant’s proposed lineage. If the 
applicant is a minor, the applicant’s signature may be made by the adult proposing the 
applicant’s membership and should include the adult’s signature under it. 

 b) If, after reviewing the preliminary application, the Historian determines that the 
applicant is qualifi ed for membership, the Historian shall prepare and issue a worksheet 
to the applicant. When the applicant has completed the worksheet and collected 
the documentation, the work sheet, documentation, application fee and the current 
year’s dues shall be returned to the Historian. Following approval of the worksheet and 
documentation by the Historian, the Historian shall issue duplicate lineage papers. If the 
duplicate typed lineage papers are not fi lled out by the candidate and returned to the 
Historian within one year after approval of the preliminary application, such approval shall 
become void, provided that the Board of Assistants may grant an extension of time.  

 c) A candidate for membership in the State Society may request through the Historian 
a copy of a lineage paper or copies of documentary proofs from the offi ce of the Historian 
General. The charges for such copies shall be determined by the Historian General and such 
charges shall be paid in advance by the applicant to the Historian.

 d) A candidate for membership shall become a member after the line of descent 
has been approved by the Historian General; provided, however, that if an irreconcilable 
difference of opinion shall exist between the State Society and the Historian General as to 
the eligibility of an applicant for membership, the State Society may appeal to the General 
Board of Assistants. The decision of the General Board of Assistants shall be fi nal.



 e) An application for Oklahoma Junior Membership shall be made on an 
application blank provided by the Oklahoma Junior Membership Committee Chairman. 
Such application blank shall be fi lled out and shall be returned to the Oklahoma Junior 
Membership Committee Chairman accompanied by the entrance fee. The proposing 
member shall sign for an Oklahoma Junior Member who is unable to write.

Section 4. Membership Standing

 a) A member who has paid the current year's dues prior to January 1 shall be in good 
standing and entitled to full membership rights and benefi ts.

        b) A member who has not paid the current year's dues by February 20 shall be in 
arrears.  A member in arrears shall not vote, hold offi ce, nor be counted for delegate 
representation. A member whose annual dues remain unpaid for a period of ten months 
shall be dropped from the rolls. 

 
Section 5. Resignation from Membership

        Resignations shall be presented to the Board of Assistants in writing and, if the Treasurer 
certifi es that the member has met all fi nancial obligations, shall be approved. 

Section 6. Membership Reinstatement

        a) Any member who has resigned in good standing may be reinstated by the Board of 
Assistants upon request in writing accompanied by the dues for the current year.

         b) A former member who was dropped for nonpayment of dues and who desires to 
be reinstated, shall make a written request to the Board of Assistants which shall grant the 
reinstatement provided that the dues for the year in which membership was terminated plus 
the dues and assessments for the current year are paid. 

Section 7. Transfer of Membership

         a) A member who desires to transfer to another state society shall make written 
application to the Secretary.  The Secretary shall provide the member a certifi cate of good 
standing and a copy or his/her lineage papers, provided the Treasurer certifi es that the 
member is in good standing.  Such transfer shall be complete when the Secretary is notifi ed 
by the Historian General that the member has been enrolled as a member of another state 
society.

         b) An applicant for transfer to this Society shall complete a preliminary application 
form as a new member. Lineage papers from the State Society from which transfer is 
requested and a letter certifying that the applicant is a member in good standing shall 
be required. The Secretary shall notify the Historian General of the transfer date and State 
Society number.

Section 8. Removal for Cause 
The Board of Assistants may, upon two-thirds vote, drop any member shown to be prejudicial 
to the Society and/or in violation of Article III, Section 1.



ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS AND BOARD OF ASSISTANTS

Section 1. The elected offi cers this Society shall be a Governor, a Deputy Governor, a 
Secretary, a Treasurer, a Historian, an Elder, a Captain, a Surgeon, a Counselor, and fi ve 
Assistants.

Section 2. The elected offi cers, together with all former Governors who are members in good 
standing of the State Society, appointed offi cers and the Deputy Governor General and 
Assistant General, shall constitute the Board of Assistants.

Section 3. The Deputy Governor General and Assistant General, who are nominated by 
this Society and elected by the General Society, and any other General Offi cers who are 
members of this Society, and Colony Governors of this Society shall be members of the Board 
of Assistants.

ARTICLE V - ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Section 1. A nominating Committee composed of the three most recent former Governors 
who are willing to serve and who are members in good standing, shall name one candidate 
for each offi ce to be fi lled at an annual meeting of the Society. When enough past 
Governors cannot serve, the Board of Assistants shall elect fi rst from the Board of Assistants 
and then from the membership the number needed to make up the committee. The most 
recent past Governor shall serve as chairman; provided if no past Governor serves on the 
committee, the committee shall elect a chairman. The list of nominees shall be sent to the 
Secretary and to the editor of the Oklahoma Society’s Mayfl ower Messenger in time for 
inclusion in the Messenger that is published prior to the annual meeting. 

         a) The election of offi cers shall be held at the annual meeting of the Society, which is 
held in the even numbered years.  

         b) The election of assistants shall be held at the annual meeting of the Society, which is 
held in the odd numbered years. 

         c) The Nominating Committee shall submit to the membership one nominee for each 
elective offi ce and fi ve nominees for assistant. The Nominating Committee report shall be 
presented for approval by the Board of Assistants at its meeting held just prior to the General 
Membership at which the election shall take place. There may be nominations from the fl oor, 
provided that the member nominated has consented to serve if elected.

         d) The election shall be by ballot and a majority vote shall elect. A voice vote may be 
taken, provided that there be only one candidate for an offi ce.

Section 2. Term of Offi ce

         a) Offi cers shall serve for a term of two years or until their successors are elected.  The 
term of offi ce shall begin just prior to the adjournment of the annual meeting at which the 
election was held.



        b) No offi cer shall be eligible to serve consecutive terms in the same offi ce except the 
Secretary, Treasurer and the Historian; provided that if the Board of Assistants determines that 
a suitable candidate can not be proposed for an offi ce an offi cer may serve a consecutive 
term.

         c) A member shall hold only one elective offi ce at the same time; provided that if the 
Board of Assistants determines that a suitable candidate can not be proposed for an offi ce 
an offi cer may hold more than one elective offi ce at the same time.

         d) An offi cer who has served more than one half a term shall be considered to have 
served a full term.

Section 3. Vacancy in Offi ce

         a) A vacancy in the offi ce of Governor shall be fi lled by the Deputy Governor for the 
unexpired term of the Governor.

         b) A vacancy in any other elected offi ce shall be fi lled by the Board of Assistants and 
that member recommended for confi rmation at the next membership meeting.

Section 4. 

An offi cer may be removed from offi ce at any time by a two-thirds vote by ballot of the 
members at a regular meeting or a special meeting provided that a 30 day prior notice of 
such intent is given in the call to the meeting.

ARTICLE VI - MEETINGS

Section 1. Regular Membership Meetings

         a) There shall be two regular membership meetings each year: the Anniversary 
Meeting in the spring held as near as possible to the 2nd day of April, the anniversary of the 
election of the fi rst Governor of Plymouth Colony; and the Compact Day Meeting in the fall 
held as near as possible to the 21st day of November, the anniversary of the signing of the 
Compact in the cabin of the Mayfl ower. The Governor shall select the exact date, location 
and time of each meeting.

 b) The Compact Day Meeting shall be the annual meeting. At the annual meeting 
reports of offi cers and standing committees shall be presented; the budget for the coming 
year shall be adopted; offi cers or assistants shall be elected; a program of interest to the 
members shall be presented; and other business that arises considered.

  c) At the Anniversary Meeting reports of offi cers and standing committees shall be 
presented; a program of interest to the members shall be presented; and other business that 
arises considered.

 d) Notice of each meeting shall be published in the appropriate edition of the 
Oklahoma Society’s Mayfl ower Messenger, which shall be mailed to all members a minimum 
of 20 days in advance of the meeting. The notice shall include a luncheon reservation form 
to be fi lled out, returned to and received by the Treasurer by the date provided for in the notice. 



 e) If the Board of Assistants determines that an in-person membership meeting 
cannot or should not be held in a particular year due to extraordinary and exceptional 
circumstances, the Board of Assistants may cancel that meeting or may provide that the 
meeting be held via an Internet virtual meeting. To make such a determination each 
member of the Board of Assistants shall be notifi ed, a quorum is required and a two-thirds 
affi rmative vote of those participating shall be required. Such action shall be made a part of 
the minutes at the next Board of Assistants meeting.

Section 2. Board of Assistants Meetings

 a) The Board of Assistants shall hold regular business meetings on the dates of the 
Society’s annual and semi-annual meetings. Special meetings may be held at any specifi ed 
time and place at the call of the Governor, or upon the written request of three members of 
the Board of Assistants. The object of a special meeting must be stated in the notice. 
 
 b) Notice of special meetings shall be given by the Governor or Secretary no less than 
10 days prior to the meeting, by mail or email. 

 c) Matters requiring immediate action by the Board of Assistants may be voted on by 
mail, electronic mail, fax or by phone or via an internet virtual meeting, provided that the 
Governor or Deputy Governor deems it necessary. Each member of the Board of Assistants 
shall be notifi ed, a quorum is required and a two-thirds affi rmative vote of those participating 
shall be required for any action. Such action shall be made a part of the minutes at the next 
Board of Assistants meeting.

 d) If the Board of Assistants determines that an in-person Board of Assistants meeting 
can not or should not be held in a particular year and the Board of Assistants determines 
that the meeting be held via an internet virtual meeting, members shall be notifi ed, either 
in the Mayfl ower Messenger or by email or by mail by the Secretary at least 20 days prior to 
the Internet virtual meeting. A quorum of eleven members is required for an Internet virtual 
meeting of the membership to be held pursuant to this Section. A majority vote of those 
participating shall be required for passage of any order of business.

Section 3. Quorum

A quorum shall consist of eleven members at meetings of the Society and fi ve Board 
members at meetings of the Board of Assistants.

Section 4. Voting

         a) Members of the Society shall be entitled to only one vote at Society membership 
meetings and members of the Board of Assistants shall be entitled to only one vote at Board 
of Assistants meetings.

         b) There shall be no voting by proxy at Society membership meetings or at Board of 
Assistants meetings.



ARTICLE VII - COLONIES

For geographical considerations and convenience and to encourage participation by 
members of the Society in Society affairs; upon the written request of fi ve or more members 
of the Society, the Board of Assistants may authorize the formation of a colony. The name 
of such colony shall be in the following form: “The (name to be inserted) Colony of the 
Oklahoma Society of Mayfl ower Descendants. The colony offi cers shall be known as Colony 
Governor, etc. A colony may adopt a constitution and bylaws if desired, after the same are 
presented to and approved by the Society Board of Assistants.

ARTICLE VIII - PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

The rules contained in the current edition of “Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised”, shall 
govern the State Society in all cases in which they are applicable and in which they are not 
inconsistent with this Constitution, the Bylaws, the Constitution and Bylaws of the General 
Society or any special rules of order which may be adopted. The latest edition of “Robert’s 
Rules of Order Newly Revised” shall become the current parliamentary authority 12 months 
after fi rst publication with the immediately preceding edition governing until that time.

ARTICLE  IX - AMENDMENTS

This Constitution, which shall not be in any respect inconsistent with the Constitution of the 
General Society, may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at any 
Society meeting; provided that a notice of the proposed amendment shall have been 
published in the appropriate edition of the Oklahoma Society’s Mayfl ower Messenger, which 
shall be mailed to all members a minimum of 20 days in advance of the meeting. 

ARTICLE  X - DISSOLUTION

In the event of dissolution of the State Society, any assets remaining shall be sent to the 
General Society in accordance with Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  The 
State Society charter and all fi les shall be returned to the General Society.

BYLAWS

ARTICLE I – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

SECTION 1. GOVERNOR

The Governor shall be the Chief Executive Offi cer of the State Society in all matters 
concerning its administration and operation; shall be the offi cial representative of the State 
Society; shall preside at all membership and Board of Assistants meetings; shall be the 
custodian of the State Society Charter; shall have his/her signature on fi le with the bank for 
all accounts of the Society’s funds; and shall appoint a Parliamentarian and all standing and 
special committees.



SECTION 2. DEPUTY GOVERNOR

        The Deputy Governor shall exercise all the functions of the offi ce of Governor during his/
her absence or disability; perform such duties as requested by the Governor and/or Board 
of Assistants; and succeed to the offi ce of Governor for the unexpired term in the event of a 
vacancy in that offi ce.

SECTION 3. SECRETARY

       The Secretary shall record the proceedings of all membership and Board of Assistants 
meetings; shall transmit whatever notices and communications may be required by the 
order of the membership, the Board of Assistants, or the Governor; maintain the roster of 
current members in a manner determined by the Board of Assistants; and shall be the 
custodian of all the State Society books, papers, and properties except those specifi cally 
assigned to other offi cers.

SECTION 4. TREASURER

        The Treasurer shall collect and take charge of all funds belonging to the State Society; 
shall deposit said funds in an appropriate federal insured fi nancial institution in the name 
of the State Society; shall keep suitable books of account; shall make all necessary 
disbursements as determined by the Board of Assistants; shall send out dues notices prior to 
November 1 of each year; shall prepare an interim report for each membership and Board 
of Assistants meeting; and shall close the Treasurer's books no less than 20 days in advance 
of the annual meeting in preparation for the annual audit; shall prepare a budget for 
each year based on receipts of the preceding year and present the same to the Board of 
Assistants at the Anniversary Meeting each spring; and shall fi le all reports required by the 
Federal or State government (such as Federal Form 990).

SECTION 5. HISTORIAN

        The Historian shall examine the lineage papers for correctness; shall report on and have 
custody of the State Society's copy of the approved lineage papers; shall have charge of 
the issuing of work sheets and lineage papers and presenting certifi cates of membership; 
shall have custody of all historical documents and papers of the Society; and shall report on 
his/her duties at every meeting.

SECTION 5. ELDER

        The Elder shall, when called upon, offi ciate at any meeting of the membership; express 
appropriate condolences on behalf of the Society to the family of deceased members; and 
shall conduct a memorial service at the annual meeting for members who have died during 
the year. The Elder shall, when possible, be an ordained deacon, elder, minister, or bishop of 
a Christian Church, or a Rabbi.

SECTION 6. CAPTAIN

        The Captain shall carry out all orders of the Governor, act as Marshal on all occasions of 
ceremony, shall and display when appropriate the Colors, the Society Standard and other 
fl ags belonging to the Society; and be the custodian of all meeting equipment.



SECTION 7. SURGEON

        The Surgeon shall have been duly admitted to the practice of medicine; shall attend all 
meetings of the Society and Board of Assistants and be available to perform such duties as 
may be requested by the Governor and Board of Assistants.

SECTION 8. COUNSELOR

        The Counselor shall be an Attorney at Law.  He/she shall render legal aid and opinions 
upon matters pertaining to the State Society when requested to do so by the Governor or by 
the Board of Assistants.

SECTION 9. PARLIAMENTARIAN

        The Parliamentarian shall perform the duties as specifi ed in the current edition of Robert's 
Rules of Order Newly Revised and shall attend all membership and Board of Assistants 
meetings.

SECTION 10. ASSISTANTS

        The members of the Board of Assistants shall attend all meetings of the Society and 
Board of Assistants, give advice and render such services as they are qualifi ed and willing 
to perform and be available to take charge of and/or be a member of a committee if so 
requested by the Governor and approved by the Board of Assistants.

ARTICLE II – DUTIES OF THE BOARD OF ASSISTANTS

Section 2. Powers: 

 a) The Board of Assistants shall have general charge and direction of the affairs of the 
Society and all power and authority to conduct the business of the State Society between 
meetings of the membership, except that of modifying any action taken by the membership, 
incurring any debt or liability other than the current expenses; or the expenditure of money 
for which the membership shall be held responsible.

 b) The Board of Assistants may fi ll vacancies among the offi cers for unexpired terms, 
except a vacancy in the offi ce of Governor who shall be succeeded by the Deputy 
Governor as provided in the Constitution.

 c) The Board of Assistants may, by a 2/3 vote of the members present at any meeting 
of the Board of Assistants, remove any elected or appointed offi cer from his/her offi ce if the 
Board determines that said offi cer has failed to satisfactorily perform the duties of the offi ce 
he/she holds. Said offi cer may appeal the decision of the Board of Assistants to a vote at the 
next Board meeting and/or a vote of the members in attendance at the next meeting of the 
members of the Society. A 2/3 vote of the members present at that meeting of the Society 
shall be fi nal.



ARTICLE III – DUTIES OF COMMITTEES

Section 1. Standing Committees: 
The Standing Committees and their duties shall be as follows: 

 a) The Arrangements Committee shall provide for meeting places and refreshments for 
all Society meetings and also for suitable decoration. This committee shall also advise and 
assist the Governor in providing suitable entertainment at the meeting. 

 b) The Auditing Committee shall examine the Treasurer’s books immediately prior to 
the Annual Meeting and shall submit a report at that meeting. It shall make audits at such 
other times as the Board of Assistants may direct. 

 c) The Nominating Committee shall name the candidates for the offi ces to be fi lled at 
the Annual Meetings of the Society.

Section 2. The special Committees shall receive and act upon all matters assigned to them. 

Section 3. Matters requiring immediate committee action may be voted upon by electronic 
mail, fax, mail, phone or Internet virtual meeting when the committee chairman deems it 
necessary. Each member of the committee shall be notifi ed.

ARTICLE IV – DUES AND FEES

Section 1. Initiation Fee for Regular Members: The non-refundable initiation fee for those 
seeking admission, as a Regular Member shall be the total of the $25 State Society entrance 
fee plus the amount of the then General Society entrance fee.

Section 2. Initiation Fee for Junior Members: The non-refundable initiation fee for those 
seeking admission, as a Junior Member shall be $6. 

Section 3. Initiation Fee for Junior Members: The non-refundable initiation fee for an 
Oklahoma Junior Member seeking admission, as a Regular Member shall be the then 
General Society fee.

Section 4. Annual Dues: The dues for a Regular Member shall be the total of $20 for State 
Society dues plus the amount of the then current General Society dues. No annual dues shall 
be required of an Oklahoma Junior Member.

 Section 5. Transfer Fee: There shall be no transfer fee. There may be a charge at clerical cost 
for providing lineage papers and documentation as determined by the Historian.

Section 6. Supplemental Lineage Papers: The fee for supplemental lineage papers shall be 
the total of $25 for a State Society supplemental fee plus the amount of the then General 
Society fee, payable in advance to the Historian.

Section 7. Life Member Dues: Regular Life Members and Junior Life Members annual dues 
were paid in advance at the time of their admission to membership.



ARTICLE  V – DONATIONS

Since Society offi cers and board members are not professional investment portfolio 
managers, it is the policy of the Society to liquidate contributions of stocks, bonds and other 
non-cash assets upon receipt. This policy should be communicated to a potential donor to 
ensure that the donor will not be surprised or offended upon liquidation of the donation.

ARTICLE  VI - AMENDMENTS

These Bylaws, which shall not be in any respect inconsistent with the Bylaws of the General 
Society, may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at any Society 
meeting; provided that a notice of the proposed amendment shall have been published 
in the appropriate edition of the Oklahoma Society’s Mayfl ower Messenger, which shall be 
mailed to all members a minimum of 20 days in advance of the meeting. 


