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SPRING MEETING, Saturday, March 31, 2012 

Speaker: JAY HANNAH ”The North America of 1620: A 

Place of Chaos or Conformity?” In December of 1620, the 

perspective on North America held by the Pilgrims was a 

limited view of the native inhabitants, their governments, 

culture, and the expanse of their rule. The misconception of 

North America as being a “vacant wilderness” is explored 

in relationship to the complex tribal governmental 

structures and varied cultural elements that composed the 

true North American that greeted the Pilgrims.  

Our Governor, Henry Baer, said, “Jay and I often joke that 

when our Mayflower ancestors arrived in America, his were 

here to greet us.” Mr. Hannah is the Executive Vice President 

for Financial Services at BancFirst and was the chairperson 

for the last constitutional convention of the Cherokees.  
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OAKS COUNTRY CLUB, 6500 S. 49th West Ave.,  

Tulsa, OK (918) 446-6161 

Board of Assistants Meeting                9:30 A.M. 

      General Meeting                                 11:00 A.M. 

           LUNCH followed by PROGRAM              NOON 

Cost:  $ 20.00 each 

Please send your check by March 27th, to Mildred Greenstreet, 

Treasurer, 4315 East 32nd Place Tulsa, OK 74135-1744  (New Address). 
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NEW MEMBERS since last meeting: 

OK #952 Judith Ringwall (Thomas Rogers) 

OK #951 Craig Storck (Issac Allerton) 

OK #950 Christina Birdsley (Francis Cooke) 

OK #949 Pauletta Roberts (Richard Warren) 

OK #948 Rebecca Faseler Sparks (William Bradford) 

OK #947 Brian Christopher Mills (Edward Doty) 

OK #946 Rachel Stewart (John Howland) 

OK #945 Beverly Tilley (John Alden and Priscilla Mullins) 

OK #944 Jimmie Dean Weber (Richard Warren) 

OK #943 Mary Elizabeth Smith (John Alden) 

IN MEMORIAM: 

Norma Reusser, died 2-2012; 
she was OK#632. 

Warren H. Ellis, died 9-2011; he 
was OK#580. 

Charlotte Schneider, died 11-2011; she was OK#859. 

Robert L. Wilson, died 2005; he was OK#181. 

P a g e  2  T h e  M a y f l o w e r  M e s s e n g e r  

QUESTION: 

‘I have always wanted to have my family history traced, but I can’t afford to spend a lot of money to do it.  Any sugges-

tions?’  

ANSWER:  

‘Run for public office.’  

Letters: 

It may interest you to know that I have recently pub-
lished a book with the University of Florida Press 
about William Bradford and Plymouth Colony. It is a 
work of literary criticism that looks at Bradford’s 
history of Plymouth very closely. The volume is 
entitled Bradford’s Indian Book: Being the True 
Roote & Rise of American Letters as Revealed by 
the Native Text Embedded in Of Plimoth Plantation. 
I argue that American literature is not simply British 
literature produced in America, but is quite different. 
American literature shows Native influence and this 
influence begins with one of the first books written 
here, Bradford’s history of Plymouth. I show how 
Bradford’s history displays many features of Ameri-
can Indian poetics and rhetorical devices of style. 
Basically, I read the history from an Indian point of 
view. 

Of particular interest to you will be the lengthy com-
mentary on many of the Mayflower’s passengers. 
This book is one of the longest treatments of Brad-
ford’s history ever published and it is written partial-
ly in the Cherokee syllabary (to underscore the fact 
that it is a Native reading).  

The book is available online through Amazon and 
Barnes and Noble. 

I am a native Oklahoman and Cherokee. I grew up 
in Tulsa, graduated from Edison, and now live in 
Wagoner. My doctorate is from UCLA. 

Regards, 

Betty Booth Donohue, PhD. 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 



 

              URGENT REQUEST:  Our society needs a Secretary and a Treasurer.  Please contact Henry Baer to submit your name. 

G o v e r n o r ’ s  M e s s a g e  

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  1 2  N o .  5  

 We have had a very mild winter, which is a nice change from the 

past few years. With temperatures rising, I always get the itch to 

get out and work in my gardens. I cleaned most of my landscaping 

in January, but I must now wait to plant things. 

Growing up in Connecticut, my family always had a large garden. 

My parent’s first house had a garden bigger than my current 

property; we grew all sorts of vegetables. I was small when we 

lived there so my participation in the gardening was limited. Their 

next house had a smaller garden and I did spend many hours in it. 

When we bought our first house, I plowed up part of the lawn to 

plant a garden. My wife, having grown up in New York City, was 

not accustomed to gardens although I thought everyone had one. 

It was a small garden, but boy did it produce. One year I remem-

ber her blanching and freezing beans for weeks. Then there was 

the year we went on vacation and when we got home, we picked 

and gave away lots of vegetables for weeks. There was always a 

surprise, like the baseball bat sized zucchini squash, which I swore 

wasn’t there two days before! 

When we moved to Oklahoma, I did what came naturally and 

planted a garden. My first problem was the shovel did not go into 

the ground, even when I jumped on it. It just didn’t seem like dirt. 

Being in a new neighborhood, I dug up the dirt and ran the wheel-

barrow down the block to an empty lot. The kids loved riding in 

the wheelbarrow. I then bought soil to fill in the hole. Even so, I 

have never had a garden grow in Oklahoma like I did in New Eng-

land.  

I guess it is good our ancestors landed in Plymouth instead of Ok-

lahoma. Gardening was not easy for them, but at least they had 

better soil. Though we grow gardens for recreation, for them it 

was a means of survival. As you prepare and plant your garden 

this year, think about what it was like to plant a garden when our 

ancestors arrived. 

Henry Baer III   

 

The Oklahoma Society of Mayflower Descendants was founded in 1947 and includes 270 members. 
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The Mayflower Messenger is edited by Sharlee Henshaw Kuhns.  Materials for publica-

tion should be sent to her at 10812 North 155th East Avenue, Owasso, OK 74055-

5246, or email: kuhnss@sbcglobal.net with Mayflower Messenger in the subject line.▫ 

No scrubbing or washing.  Biodegradable, no acid, no salts.  Will 

not harm plants, stone or you.  Tested/used by National Park Ser-

vice, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, Old Burial Grounds 

(Plymouth, MA), Association for Gravestone Studies, and many 

Veteran and Civil War Cemeteries including the Tomb of the Un-

known Soldier. 

Distributed by:  Granite City Tool Company, Westport, MA  02790 

Jerry Mascola 800 451 4570, granitecitytoolco@myfairpoint.net 

Kent Brown 800 328 7094, sales@granitecitytool.com CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE:   

WWW.OKMAYFLOWER.COM 

Please correct your 2011 Oklahoma Society of 

Mayflower Descendants Membership Directo-

ry: Dr. Katherine Mather Littell served as Gov-

ernor 2008-2010. 

PLIMOTH FIRE! 
As a friend of Plimoth Plantation, we wanted to make sure you 
heard this weekend’s news. On November 19th[2011], fire destroyed 
one of the houses in the 17th-Century English Village. Thanks to the 
rapid response of the Plymouth Fire Department and our own 
staff, the fire was quickly contained and no staff, guests or animals 
were ever in danger. We rely on our hearth fires to demonstrate 
historic food ways, warm the Village houses for staff and guests, 
and create a welcoming space for conversations and learning on 
cool, crisp autumn days. But on Saturday, within an hour after we 
started our usual hearth fire, the chimney of the Francis Cooke 
house was ablaze, quickly moving to the roof and other parts of 
the structure. As you know, our living history exhibits create a rich-
ly evocative environment that helps us tell the stories of the Pil-
grims and the Wampanoag People. It is distressing not to have this 
wonderful house available at this busy time of year. Although in-
surance will certainly cover a portion of the costs of reconstruc-
tion, we are asking our friends and supporters to consider an addi-
tional gift – on top of their usual generous year-end support – to 
help with the rebuilding efforts. In this season of gratitude, we are 
very thankful to you for all the ways that you support Plimoth. 
Your generosity helps us to provide an authentic living history ex-
perience for the nearly 360,000 visitors we serve each year. We 
hope you will consider an additional gift as we face unbudgeted 
expenses to rebuild the Francis Cooke house.  Link below to do-
nate. 

https://secure3.convio.net/plimot/site/Donation2? 

 

Ellie Donovan, Executive Director 

Editor’s Note:  This article arrived too late to be included in November 2011 Messenger.  

Sprayed with D/2 Biological 
Solution Fall 2010.  Photo-
graphed Spring 2011. 


